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Video game gift giving tips

Come the holiday season, millions of people will be
flocking to stores or browsing online retailers to shop for
gifts for their friends and loved ones. Video games have
long been some of the most popular holiday gifts to give,
and this year figures to be no different than years past.

The assortment of video games is so diverse that
consumers may not know where to begin their shopping
excursions. Gaining a greater understanding of the video
game rating system can ensure shoppers they find age-
appropriate games for the youngsters on their holiday
shopping lists.

Video games are rated by the Entertainment Software
Rating Board. The ESRB is an independent, self-
regulatory organization that assigns age and content
ratings, enforces industry-adopted advertising guidelines
and ensures responsible online privacy principles for
computer and video games in the United States, Mexico
and nearly all of Canada. The ratings provided are
concise and help shoppers make informed decisions
based on the content in video games. According to the
ESRB, the ratings have three parts:

1. Rating categories suggest age appropriateness.

2. Content descriptors indicate content that may have
triggered a particular rating and/or may be of interest
or concern.

3. Interactive elements inform about interactive
aspects of a product, including the users’ ability to
interact; the sharing of users’ locations with others; the
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sharing of personal information with third parties; the
completion of in-app purchases of digital goods; and/or
level of restriction of
internet access.

This rating system
was derived in 1994
after various child
development and
academic experts
were consulted. Other
rating systems also
were considered, and
the ESRB consulted
with parents
nationwide as well.
There are currently
seven different ESRB
ratings for games
and apps. They are as
follows:

C: Early childhood
games feature content
that is intended for
young children.

E: Games rated as
Everyone feature content that is generally suitable for
all ages. There may be minimal cartoon, fantasy or mild
violence. Mild language may be infrequent.

-

E: 10+: Content in games rated Everyone 10+ is
appropriate for gamers ages 10 and up. The games may
contain cartoon, fantasy or mild violence. Mild language
and/or minimally suggestive themes also may be present.

T: Teen games are generally suitable for ages 13 and up.
These games may contain violence, suggestive themes,
crude humor, minimal blood, simulated gambling, and
some strong language.

M: Games deemed as Mature are generally suitable
for gamers ages 17 and up. In such games, there is a high
propensity for intense violence, blood and gore, sexual
content, and strong language.

A: Adults-only games have content suitable for adults
ages 18 and up. Graphic sexual content, prolonged scenes
of intense violence, and gambling with real currency
may be depicted or available in these games.

RP: Games that are marked Rating Pending have not
yet received a final ESRB rating. Usually this verbiage is
only used in marketing materials, and the rating will be
updated once the product hits the market.

Along with the general rating, the ESRB uses content
descriptors to further break down the type of content one
can expect in the games. These can include everything
from references to alcohol to fantasy violence to sexual
themes to tobacco references. Again, these content
descriptors will offer a concise way to assess if a game is
appropriate for a particular gamer.
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Gadgets make great gifts come the holiday season.
Children may want the latest must-have video games, and
many adults scour store advertisements for the newest
televisions, tablets, smartphones, and other gadgets to
include among their own most wanted lists.

According to the Consumer Electronics Association,
the holiday season is typically a record-setting time for
consumer spending on tech gifts. The CEA notes that
roughly $34 billion was spent in 2015 on tech gifts, and that
number figures to grow during the 2016 holiday season.
The holiday season is a time when consumers buy tech
gifts for their loved ones, but it’s also a time when they
splurge on items for themselves.

Technology gifts are popular, but these purchases
require some research prior to swiping a card at the

checkout counter. Consider this advice before gifting any
gadgets this holiday season.

Always check product reviews. Use resources such
as Consumer Reports to read up on the reputations of
certain products and brands. Avoid purchasing products
that have no established track record. Also try to read
reviews from third-party sites rather than those posted
on manufacturer websites. Independent reviews may be
more forthcoming than customer testimonials.

Speak with an educated local retailer. Visit a store
before making any purchases to learn more about the
inner workings of the product you plan to buy. Discover
its attributes, advantages, disadvantages, and what others
are saying about it. The salesperson may have his or her
own opinion on the item and may calm any nerves you
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Hudson Valley Perfect! Weve got it all, come enjoy our
amazing food- there’s a room here for every mood and a true
Irish welcome at the door in our timelessly elegant 1759 house.
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made daily ("
for your holiday table! '

* Chevre: Plain, Apricot, Chocolate Hazlenut,
Sun-dried Tomato, Olive, Cranberry
Cinnamon and special holiday flavors

* Ricotta * Feta: Plain & Marinated

* Goats Milk

Order yours today!
GO GOATS MILK & FRESH CHEESES
47 Highland Lakes Rd., Middletown
\ 845-386-9059
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have. Local retailers tend to have knowledgeable sales staff
and can be assets when comparison shopping. Consider
that new generations of certain tech products come out
quite frequently, and the previous generation may become
obsolete rather quickly. Know when manufacturers are
releasing new products so you can time your purchases
accordingly.

Determine if the gift is age-appropriate. It may
be tempting to purchase children the latest and greatest
tech gifts because all of their peers may be getting
similar items. But first determine if certain items are age-
appropriate. Remember, many tech gifts, such as tablets
and smartphones, open children up to the world of social
media. So if you buy such products, make sure you have
turned on the privacy and safety features available before
giving the item to your loved one. If you are purchasing a
gift for a young person who is not your child, check with
his or her parents to see if the gift will be appropriate or
even permitted.

Put the product through your own test run. Try a
product out for yourself to get a feel for it and its attributes.
Hands-on knowledge may be the best type when gifting
tech items. Just keep in mind that many retailers have a
reboxing or restocking fee on tech products. If the item
fails to meet your expectations and you plan to return it,
it may cost you a percentage of the price.

The popularity of tech gifts makes them one of the
most widely exchanged categories of presents during the
holiday gift-giving season. With research and knowledge,
consumers can find the perfect gifts to light up their loved
ones’ faces.
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Stocking stuffers for athletes and sports enthusiasts

Gifts comes in all shapes and sizes, and sometimes the
best gifts are those that come in small packages. Though
some people pore over their holiday shopping lists for
weeks, it’s not uncommon for even the most devoted
holiday shopper to overlook stocking stuffers, which can
be just as difficult to find as larger gifts.

When shopping for stocking stuffers, consider the
recipient’s interests. For example, athletes and sports
enthusiasts would undoubtedly love a gift that reflects
their loyalty to a favorite team or their devotion to a
particular sport. Holiday shoppers who have a sports-
crazed superfan or accomplished athlete on their
shopping lists may want to consider the following items
when looking for stocking stuffers this holiday season.

Sports memorabilia: Sports fanatics sometimes
double as collectors who are always on the lookout
for new memorabilia to display. Such collectibles may
include bobbleheads, cards, ticket stubs and signed
photographs or equipment. Rare memorabilia may be
beyond many gift-givers’ means, but there are still plenty
of impressive items that can fit into any holiday gifting
budget.

Game tickets: Give sports fans a chance to cheer
on their favorite teams in person. Find a home game
that will not require the recipient to travel too far, or
if you want to splurge, include transportation with the
tickets to an away game. Secondary market ticket-seller
StubHub is a reliable resource that guarantees tickets
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sold on its site are legitimate, removing any doubt ticket

Fan gear: Sports fans can never have enough gear
to show off their team pride. Everything from mugs to
hats to authentic team jerseys makes for great stocking
stuffers. In addition, look for pennants or t-shirts that
feature team names or logos. Today just about any item
comes emblazoned with sports team names. If you can’t
find a particular item, it may be possible to order it
directly from a team or retailer or have it customized.

Sports equipment: Athletes may benefit from updated
equipment. Determine if the athletes on your gift list
have any gear that needs replacing. Parents, coaches or
even teammates may offer recommendations regarding
which equipment your loved one needs. If you don’t know
a catcher’s mitt from a rifle, stuff the stocking with a gift
card to a sporting goods store. Hunting gear wears out
and gets stained often enough to be replaced as well.

Magazine subscription: Sports fans often enjoy
reading up on their favorite players and keeping abreast
of team or industry news. Magazine subscriptions are
generally inexpensive and new subscriptions often come

Winner’s trophy: For the sports enthusiast who has
missed out on getting his or her own trophy, have one
made up as a stocking stuffer gag gift. It is certain to
bring a laugh and hold a prime spot on the shelf with

Price Match Guarantee
Senior Citizen Discount

e

Quantity Discount

HEAP Accepted
Law Enforcement

All major credit cards accepted
Service Contracts Now Available!

- (845) 691-2662
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Photography has long been a great way
for talented artists to express themselves
while providing glimpses into the world
and the people who inhabit it. Since the
dawn of social media, taking pictures has
become incredibly popular, as platforms
such as Instagram and Facebook have
inspired millions across the globe to point
and click.

With holiday shopping upon us, chances

are many shoppers have an amateur
photographer on their shopping list.

Photography classes

Photography is both an art form and a
skill, and novice photographers will no
doubt appreciate a chance to learn more
about their hobby. Beginner photography
classes can teach amateurs the basics
of photography, including exposure
and how to get the most out of their
cameras. Look for more advanced classes
for photographers whose skills are more
developed. Advancements in photography
continue to be made, so giving a loved
one the opportunity to stay abreast of
the latest technological developments and
techniques is a gift any photography fan
would appreciate.

Showcase

Photography is a hobby for many
people, but there are no rules stating

r
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hobbies cannot earn their practitioners
some money. If you believe your loved
one’s work can earn him or her some
money, the gift of a place to showcase
their work can be both rewarding and
potentially lucrative. Holiday shoppers
who want to encourage their loved ones
can give a subscription to a site such
as YourArtGallery.com. For the cost
of a monthly subscription, artists who
contribute to YourArtGallery.com can
offer their work for sale to art buyers
from all walks of life, ranging from
collectors and curators to designers and
individual photography enthusiasts.
Unlike traditional galleries that charge as
much as 50 percent of image royalties for
each piece they sell, YourArtGallery.com
members earn 90 percent of all image
royalties.

Gear

Photography can be expensive,
especially when it comes to gear.
Professional photographers tend to own
various cameras, so if your budget allows,
consider giving a new camera to your
loved one this holiday season. If your
knowledge of cameras is limited, consult
a salesperson at a local photography
store. Do your homework beforehand by
researching the kinds of photos your
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loved one most enjoys taking, whether
it’s shots of nature or live action sporting
events or whatever subject matter stokes
his or her passion. If a camera is beyond
your budget, consider a gift card to a
photography store that can offset the cost
of your friend or family member’s next
camera. Or consider other gear, such as
a new camera lens, a tripod or a camera
bag.

External hard drive

Photography enthusiasts take lots and
lots of pictures, and even digital pictures
can monopolize available storage space,
including cloud space. An external hard

drive gives photographers a place to store
their photos, and the peace of mind that
those photos are unlikely to disappear
should their smartphone, tablet or
computer be damaged.
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What you need to know about product recalls

Shopping for the perfect gift and then hiding it under
the tree adds to the excitement of the holiday season.
Knowing the recipient will display a big smile when
tearing away the wrapping paper makes gift givers feel
good.

Each year, certain gifts emerge as trendy crowd
favorites. However, no matter how coveted a gift may be, it
pays to investigate its reputation for safety and to find out
if any product recalls have been instituted.

The hoverboard craze of the 2015 holiday season
provided a recent example of the need to investigate an
item’s reputation for safety. Thousands upon thousands
of these devices flew off of the shelves. Children across
the country took their hoverboards for test runs early
Christmas morning. Yet many hoverboards soon ignited
while charging or in operation. Some even ignited while
sitting idle. As of July 2016, the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission indicated at least 60 reports of
hoverboard fires totaling more than $2 million in property
damage.

Similar problems arose with certain Samsung Galaxy
Note 7 phones in late 2016. The phone was recalled
officially in the United States through Samsung, and the
company launched exchange programs in other countries.
Even replacement models continued to have problems, as
some caught on fire in early October. Samsung ultimately
told Note 7 owners to stop using the phones and return
them before permanently discontinuing the product.
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Shortly thereafter, the U.S. CPSC officially issued a second
recall.

Those are just two instances of how products that
might have made great holiday gifts posed safety issues.
Consumers should learn how they can protect themselves
and others from injury, even when giving holiday gifts.
Searching for product recalls is one way to safeguard loved
ones this holiday season. Reading product reviews from
previous customers is another effective safety measure.

A recall is an action taken by a manufacturer or the
government. Some recalls will ban the sale of an item,
while others require the consumer to return the item for
repair or replacement. The U.S. government recommends
visiting these websites to find the latest safety recalls and
information on items that may turn up on holiday wish
lists.

« Recalls.com posts government-initiated recalls from
federal agencies.

- Safercar.gov offers safety information on vehicles and
car equipment, such as children’s safety seats.

« SaferProducts.gov enables consumers to report
incidents and safety concerns with regard to consumer
products.

» Cpsc.gov/Recalls/ includes recalls published by the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

The holidays should be a safe and happy time. To
ensure the season stays safe and happy, consumers
should familiarize themselves with any product recalls or
published safety hazards prior to shopping for gifts. Smart
ways to budget for holiday gifting

Inviting, exciting holiday ideas}.
Get 20% OFF

in our Holiday Gift Shop
and on Outdoor Lighting!

(excludes live trees ¢ greens)

e Life Like Trees

e Religious Statuary
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How to keep gift giving costs

Shoppers across the country routinely make the holiday
season one of the biggest spending periods of the year.
American Research Group, Inc., said that in 2015 the
average predicted expenditure on gifts equaled $882, which
was up from $861 the previous year.

Many holiday shoppers worry about whether or not
they will have enough money for gifts, while others
anticipate using credit cards or other financing methods
to stretch their abilities to spend even further. This can
make the holiday season more stressful than it needs to be
while affecting finances into the new year.

Budgeting for the holidays is a great way to keep
spending in check. With these suggestions and shopping
strategies, holiday shoppers can manage their spending.

Look at spending from last year

The first step to establishing a budget is to review
spending from last year. See how much you allotted to each
person and how much you actually ended up spending on
those people. Did you go over or under? Think about the
other ways you spent money, including on decorations,
entertaining, etc. Once you have a clear picture of how
you spent your money last year, you can start building a
budget for this year.

Set limits on spending

You may want to be generous with everyone and go
above and beyond, but overspending is impractical and can

o
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have some grave consequences. Many financial planners
recommend shoppers spend no more than 1.5 percent of
annual income on holiday expenses, so establish realistic
spending limits that won’t break the bank.

Make lists of high-priority gifts
Select the gifts that have the most importance or those
you want to buy the most, and budget with them in mind.
Resist the temptation to buy extra items in an effort to
make gifts look more impressive.

Keep track of spending
Be sure to keep receipts and maintain a log of all your
holiday spending. You will not know if you are sticking to
your budget if you do not keep a running tab of all your
spending. Those receipts and spending records also will
be handy to keep for next year when you have to establish
a new budget.

Correct mistakes promptly

If you spend a little more than intended on one gift,
make the proper adjustments the next time you go out
shopping. Otherwise, those few dollars here and there can
really add up.

Holiday shopping can be expensive if shoppers let
things get out of hand. However, by establishing a budget
based on prior purchases, and keeping track of spending,
it’s much easier to stay afloat this holiday season.
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SALE GOOD THRU 11/25/16 - 12-31/16

ALL UPRIGHTS

* Ultra Swivel Head

* Multi Level Suction Control
* Anti-tipping Device

* On-board Tools

* Great For Pet Hair

* 7 Year Warranty*

Holiday Greetings from
the DiDonato Famdly

In remembrance of those we love, we work closely with
The Lofty Oaks Association. Each time a Lofty Oaks tree is
planted, it brings life and beauty to the countryside. In a
distinctive way, it honors the memory of a life lived.

It’s the perfect remembrance.

The DiDonato Funeral Services, Inc.
1290 RT 9W, Marlboro, NY 845-236-4300
www.didonatofuneralservice.com

* see dealer for details
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Hudson Valley
VACUUM OUTLET

CHRISTMAS SALE!
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23 Ri. 17K, Newburgh
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TRADITIONS

Holiday traditions come in many forms,
from decorating the tree and shopping
for loved ones to movie nights and your
favorite festive foods. However, there is no
holiday tradition quite as enjoyable and
rewarding as giving back.

Write a letter to make a difference

It’s simple to give back during the
holidays through Macy’s annual Believe
campaign. Children of all ages can drop
off their letters to Santa at the big red
letterboxes in-store or send online through
macys.com/believe. For every letter
collected through Dec. 24, the retailer will
donate $1 to Make-A-Wish, up to $1 million,
to help grant the wishes of children with
life-threatening medical conditions. Macy’s
has given $100 million in total to Make-A-
Wish since 2003, with nearly $13 million
donated through the Believe campaign.
Keep the tradition of letter-writing alive
and support the cause by spending time as
a family writing letters to Santa.

Cruises
& Tours

334 East Main Street
Middletown, NY 10940
captainsclubcruises.com

Acts of kindness - big or small

Encourage your family to participate
in the season of giving by taking on
charitable activities. Projects could include
volunteering at a food pantry or soup
kitchen, coordinating a caroling group for
anursing home or collecting care packages
for deployed soldiers. There are also plenty
of ways to show children how easy it is
to give back in small ways - whether it’s
paying for a stranger’s coffee, creating
a feel-good holiday playlist for a friend
or leaving a treat for the mail carrier in
the mailbox. By preserving these kinds of
holiday traditions, you’ll help make others’
days brighter and instill the importance of
giving in a younger generation.

Spread the spirit of believing
Belief in Santa builds family traditions
such as writing letters, setting out cookies
and milk, and hanging stockings by the
tree. Part of this year’s Believe campaign
is The Santa Project, a nationwide

CANADIAN

ROCKIES

BY TRAIN

Aug 3 - 11, 2017

Presentation at our office on

December 13th at 6 p.m. Please

(845) 344-4949

Office Hours: M-F 10am-6pm,
Sat.10am-2pm

RSVP by December 9th.

For more info email us at
captclub@citlink.net or call.

movement to fill the internet with positive
affirmations of belief. Macy’s is calling
on people of all ages to post a photo,
video or message using #SantaProject via
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram or YouTube.
Everyone can play a role in keeping the

magic of the holidays alive and ensuring
that the internet is a place where Santa
lives on for future generations.

To learn more about the Believe
campaign and The Santa Project, visit
macys.com/believe. (Family Features)
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Traditions through the years

Christmas celebrants participate in
many traditions year after year, but
Christmas didn’t originate with the
church. In fact, many of the traditions
have pagan roots, which were adapted as
Christmas celebrations evolved.

You may be surprised to learn that
hanging mistletoe dates back to the
ancient Druids. The Druids believed
mistletoe possessed mystical powers that
brought good luck to the household and
warded off evil spirits.

Evergreen trees are now associated
with Christmas trees, but evergreen
boughs were once used to decorate homes
during the winter solstice to help people
envision the spring to come.

However, while many Christmas
traditions continue to be part of annual
celebrations, there are some customs
that have fallen out of favor. Although
these traditions may no longer be widely
practiced, anyone can revive them to be
part of their holiday celebrations.

Wassailing has ancient origins and is
not as popular today as it once was.
“Wassail” comes from the Ango-Saxon
phrase “waes hael,” which means, “good
health.” Wassail is a drink made of
mulled ale, spices and other ingredients.
To go wassailing meant to travel door-
to-door singing and offering a drink
from a wassail bowl in exchange for
gifts. Wassailing has been mentioned in
Christmas carols, including “We Wish
You a Merry Christmas.”

Largely an English tradition,

wassailing was brought to America by
British settlers. January 17th, the old
Twelfth Night, is the traditional date
for wassailing. Although wassailing has
largely fallen by the wayside, increased
interest in ales and craft brewing may
help revitalize this Christmas tradition,
which can inspire community spirit.

Gifting with fruit cake is a tradition
that has been much maligned and does
not enjoy the same popularity it once did.
Fruit cake is a cake made with chopped
candied fruit, nuts and spices and is
occasionally soaked in spirits. Fruit cakes
have been enjoyed all over the world, but
Americans may never have embraced the
Christmas fruit cake tradition as much
as those from other countries. However,
with the right recipe and an open mind,
it may be possible to resurrect the fruit
cake tradition. Mummers plays are
another British tradition that arrived
in North America with settlers but has
largely fallen by the wayside. Mummers
plays involved miming folk dramas, and
the plays were commonplace around the
holiday season. Celebrants may want
to research such dramas and include
them in this year’s festivities to liven up
celebrations even more.

Traditions passed on through the years
help make Christmas a favorite time of
celebration. People may want to explore
the less popular traditions today and
once again make them interesting parts
of this year’s festivities.
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Serving up an easy and delicious holiday brunch

Serving up brunch is never better than
during the holidays, when friends and
family gather together to celebrate the
best moments of the season. You’ll have
plenty of time to join in the merry-making
and fun with these simple ideas for a
sensational brunch menu.

Keep things simple, a brunch spread
doesn’t have to be elaborate or expansive.
The key is to offer something for everyone.
Build your menu around crowd-pleasers
and fill in with a few specialty items that
personalize your spread. If you’ll have
children around, don’t forget to include
some kid-friendly items such as fresh fruit
and pastries.

Don’t shy away from tried and true
recipes. There’s a reason dishes like
breakfast casseroles have earned a place
on brunch menus for generations. A
hearty recipe like this classic Breakfast
Casserole delivers a savory blend of flavors
in every bite. The key ingredient: Borden
Cheese, which is crafted with high-quality,
wholesome ingredients and made possible
by more than 8,000 family-owned farms
across the United States. The pure, creamy
goodness transforms family favorites like
this into something memorable.

‘Tis the season to indulge your taste buds.

A crisp, refreshing salad and some sensible
options will round out your menu nicely,
but don’t be afraid to incorporate a few
decadent desserts and other tasty treats
to make your celebrating even sweeter. A
platter of fudge in a variety of flavors and
a selection of candies like peanut brittle
and peppermint bark are easy additions

g

HRHCare

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Better Care
Better Health
Better You @

your guests can enjoy. They’re also readily
available at most bakeries during the
holidays, so you can save a little time.

Breakfast Casserole

Cook time: 50 minutes
Servings: 6

Goshen
888 Pulaski Highway
(845) 651-2298

Monticello
23 Lakewood Avenue
(845) 794-2010

New Paltz
1 Paradies Lane
(845) 255-1760

Walden
75 Washington Street
(845) 790-7990

1 pound pork sausage

1 bag (32 ounces) frozen potato rounds
10 eggs

1 cup milk

2 cups Colby & Monterey Jack Shreds

8 slices bacon, cooked crisp and drained

Heat oven to 350 F.
Spray 9-by-13-inch baking dish with
nonstick spray.

Heat nonstick skillet over medium-high
heat until hot. Add sausage to skillet and
cooK, stirring occasionally, until browned;
drain and set aside.

Place potato rounds in prepared baking
dish. Arrange cooked sausage evenly over
potatoes.

In medium bowl or 1-quart glass
measuring cup, beat eggs with milk.

Pour egg mixture over potatoes and
sausage. Sprinkle cheese over eggs.
Crumble bacon over cheese.

Cover with foil and bake 40 minutes,
or until eggs are set and dish has cooked
through. Uncover and bake 10 minutes
longer. (Family Features)
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How 1o
navigate
return
policies

The holiday season is synonymous with
many things, including the exchanging of
gifts. While gift recipients may not return
many items this holiday season, chances
are they will find themselves replacing a
gift or two before the new year arrives.

According to the organization
CreditDonkey, 54 percent of people do not
hold on to gifts, returning their items to
stores instead. Many people prefer gift
cards so they can do their own shopping
and get the gifts they want.

It can be difficult to feign appreciation

for an unwanted or unnecessary
gift. But presents always should
be accepted graciously, as you
can always exchange or return
gifts later on.

Returning gifts does not have
to be the chore it once was.
Thanks to gift receipts and more
lenient return policies, returning
gifts is now easier than ever.
By facilitating returns, stores
know individuals might spend
more time in the store and then
purchase even more thanks to
post-holiday discounts. When
returning gifts, keep these tips
in mind.

Receipts offer full
return amount

Havinga giftreceipt or original
receipt at the time of a return
increases the chance that you
will get credit for the original
price of the item at the time it
was purchased. Otherwise, you
only may receive the current
price, which may be discounted.
If you do not have the receipt in
hand from the gift-giver, come
up with a reason why you might
need one, such as you need a

r

Locally Owned
& Operated

* Mon-Fri 7am-5pm .
L Sat 7Tam-1pm Ej

BUILDING SUPPLY & HOME CENTER

2400 State Route 208, Walden, NY
P: 845-883-4444 « F. 845-883-4449

sales@messcosupply.com

www.messcosupply.com )

shirt of a different style or cut.

Learn stores'
return policies

Learn the return policies
at stores before you bring
items in for exchanges or
returns. There may be varying
deadlines for accepting returns.
Procrastinating may result in
you failing to receive full value
for the item, or you may not
be able to return it at all. Store
policies also may indicate that
they only issue store credit on
returns, meaning you won’t be
receiving cash for any items you
return.

Online shopping returns

Purchases made online may
be returned to the merchant
through the mail. Some online
retailers that also have brick-
and-mortar stores may allow
you to make returns at a store
near you instead of mailing the
item back. Gift-givers may have
to provide you with a return
shipment label. Otherwise, you
| may have to make a return

without proof of purchase.
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Are you a last-minute shopper?

Holiday shopping season typically
begins the day after Thanksgiving and
extends all the way to Christmas Eve.
While that’s a considerable amount of time
for shoppers to find gifts for everyone on
their shopping list, many people will still
find themselves putting holiday shopping
off until the last minute.

Unlike the days of yore when the best
deals werelargely exclusive to Black Friday,
some shoppers find that competition is so
great that deals can be found regardless
of when they begin shopping. But while
waiting until the last minute to begin
holiday shopping may not be as risky as
it used to be, shoppers may still benefit by
sticking to certain strategies so they can
find the perfect gifts without breaking the
bank.

Stay within your budget

Even last-minute shoppers have holiday
shopping budgets. But it can be harder
for last-minute shoppers to stick to their
budgets because they have less time to
comparison shop and hunt for deals. As
the holiday shopping season winds down,
resist the temptation to go over budget. If
a gift you had in mind is available but more
than you can spend, look for something

p%

HARDWOODS

97 BomfaceDrlve, P1ne Bush 845- 744 2300

WE HA\IE AI.I. VOUR

LD WEATHER NEEDS

~ ROCK SALT - SNOW SHOVELS - ROOF RAKES
" SAND + CALCIUM + PET-FRIENDLY IGE MELT

;'f,, STOVE PIPES AND FITTINGS - BLACK & GALVANIZED |

LUMBER COMPANII
- MASON'SUPPLIES

LUMBER MILLWORK y

else. Overspending on
holiday shopping in
December is a recipe for
debt in January, and no
shopper wants to begin

pris
™ the new year weighed
== ,,J down by consumer debt.
TR
Shop local
National chains and

big box retailers are
renowned for rolling
out great deals during

the holiday season, but
such stores may have very limited
or unimpressive inventory left by the time
last-minute shoppers begin shopping.
Local retailers are often incapable of
slashing prices as significantly as their
larger competitors, and that may mean
they have more extensive inventories
available throughout the holiday shopping
season. In addition, shoppers who stick
with local retailers won’t have to pay
shipping costs to ensure items arrive on
time.

Shop off-peak hours

Shopping during off-peak hours can

“

-

£

-r
¥
¥

nm

=

ALL TYPES of

~ INSULATION
' FIBERGLASS » SPRAY
| MINERAL Wog

ﬂ}o-'ms Manville

2551 Route 302 Middletown « 845-361-2220 « www. seekamplumbecom

help last-minute shoppers make efficient
use of the limited time they have to buy
gifts for their loved ones. Visit stores early
in the morning or late at night, or schedule
a midweek afternoon shopping trip so you
aren’t spending what little time you have
left waiting on lines or hunting for parking.

Give something less traditional

Holiday gifts need not come from stores.
Rather than spending their time shopping
for gifts for loved ones who seemingly

have it all, last-minute shoppers can give
the gift of a donation in their loved one’s
name. Last-minute shoppers who want to
give something more tangible can create
a homemade gift that’s both unique and
heartfelt. If your DIY skills are lacking,
give a loved one the gift of a night out on
the town at your expense.

Shoppers who wait until the end of the
holiday shopping season to begin their
searches for holiday gifts can still find
great gifts without going broke

Let Th_e're Be Peace On Earth
And Let It Begin With Us

Happy Holidays From The
-Porco Family and Staff At

Porco Energy -
236-3600
porcoenergy.com

We have a large selection of Husqvarna Handheld
Equipment (Chainsaws, Pole Trimmers, Leaf

Blowers) and Accessories so you can select the
perfect gift for him this holiday season!

4 Railroad Ave. ® Pine Bush, NY

Servicing all your power equipment needs since 1988! '
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Fresh Cut Trees

4 to 10 ft tall Balsam, Douglas Fir, Frazier

‘\tyOll‘lSettlaS

d‘Wh te, Pink & Marbled

‘,' WREATHS plain & naturally decorated
D\ ROPING

> HOEFFNER FARMS

\& "~ 405 Goodwill Road, Montgomery
457-3453 « Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sunday 9-4

3 - Live Wreaths
@ 3-8’ starting at s I Door Swogs

MONTGOMERY FIRE HOUSE

CHRISTMAS TREE 8 WREATH

FUND RAISER
Nov. 25 - Dec 23
Mon-Fri. 10am-7pm
Sat. 10am-9pm

Sun. noon-7pm ‘
134 Ward St., Montgomery &

§ - Live Roping
E , 81699 o Pmse’r’nas_ 8
PINEBUSH HOME & GARDEN INC. Crowe erliglal - L

105 Depot Street, Pine Bush - Open 7 days - 845 744 201 T “‘# Mon.-Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-4

Come o;lt and Come Enioy a Freshly Cut
support your
local fire house! countl‘y Chl;IStas c“ﬂ‘silrsﬂns PONY RIDES
on the Farm. %'35,:5?5' [:_0U(]|&S&F(I:I" N(I)bIeFFlr HORSEA NID)R AWN
TS : raser & Concolor Fir
Living Christmas Trees it WAGON RIDES

Norway Spruce, Concolor Fir, Blue Spruce

@ assorted selection: 3'-10" 339 &up 32415%!1 un

Starting Nov. 26th
Every Sat. & Sun. 11lam-3pm

LARGE SELECTION Limited supply of
Decorated Wreaths & Ropin cut your own trees available
m'-“:' HEN uS .. oping = Visit our
REITK 302 < T Wersa Nativity Scenes « Christmas Displays Farm Animals
. R &
ulvile 34 an 38 CHRISTMAS SHOP Lve Reinder
located on the corner Sun > Christmas Crafts ® Wreaths ® Baked Goods ® Homemade Chocolate every day!
of Rggﬁ f) 1'?: 17K 5 - “j . © Hot Cider & Hot Chocolate ® Tree Stands & Accessories
MBP’ . 3 - FREE
Wreath P : Ao Coloring Book ;
reaths . & Candy Cane
5 730 St. Rt. 211, Montgomery www.manzafamilyfarm.net ; :
Fresh m"m_,”smms Trees Quickway Exit 120E towards Montgomery on left or Rt. 17K to Rt. 211, Montgomery - 4 mi. on right. for Each Child  See SANTA & his ELF
Cemetery Pieces OPEN 7 DAYS M-TH 10-5, F-5U 9-6 + (845) 692-4364 Ee o e A AUl Lo L
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--------------------------------- 9 Christmas & ) 4
Christmas 7i'ee ane @G ®
Wallkill, NY Awasting a1}
............................................ Reserve =
g Ardonia
Pick your own o peass Awosting _ Modena |
Py (208)
or Buy a Pre-Cut v (208 @
B D Kill
Locally Grown Tree o b 21
. hlker Valley
(845) 895-3536 9 (2
christmastreelaneny.com P uth ik o
(500)
Hingham &) G®)
(302
— Walden
Bgmt« . X 7 i
@ (7 Q & G0) (32)
MCI_I}EG\JI'H AL ( .r.:) 9 -
Highland @y 84
Lakes e
= State Park o v e - (17) Newburgh
HOLIDAY Gos) . /State Forest! ' grewart @o7)
B ARN M ARKBT (115)  Maybrook International 3
o Alrport (32
X-Mas Cider Donuts ® Farm Holiday Cider Scotchtown . b (207)
Make Your Own S'mores at our Al L @
Holiday Bonfire Holiday Hayride

with Santa & Our Elves
To Our Holiday Spectacle and Bonfire

FREE one dozen cider donuts
with the purchase of our

Mlﬂﬂl’d’s TREES, WREATHS or KISSING BALLS

Family Farm

1-866-MF-APPLE (1-866-632-7753)

minardstamilyfarms.com

250 HURDS ROAD, CLINTONDALE, NY * OPEN EVERY SAT & SUN 11- 5 until Dec. 23

$20 Off AN I’ SERVICE CALL

ERPRRER 1 JLAF

M
Body Solid Fitness
Whole Body Life Style Changes

Strength - Mobility - Nutrition
Spin « TRX « Boot Camps - All ages - Full Gym & Location

Give the Gift of FHealth this, FHlaliday
ﬁz/‘z/ [M(/‘IA,C? o Uhal (Samm/w QS;nm‘a/
. 3/1 hr training sessions $180 +1FREE  3/30 min training sessions $140 +1 FREE

W Marybeth Woolsey, Personal Trainer NCSF/Fully Ins. 845-258-0694

-I"I_L

) Like um &

Facebook DIGITAL

CHIMNEY INSPECTIONS

MOBILE VETERINARY
SERVICES

Caring for all animals
throughout Orange, Ulster,
Sullivan and Dutchess Counties

i.__.

www.hvmobilevet.com

catskillvetserv@gmail.com ' .l""l ., . _ ﬁlq J
b i
Joseph A. D'Abbraccio, DVM A
Daniela Carbone, DVM gﬂll 1I""‘1hf‘“-":"'-ll
AVICES, ML

796-5919

Medical & Surgical Services
Available at Wurtsboro
Veterinary Clinic
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Extra money.. the perfect gift for A) 1 IR LWL LW )W) LR )W) TR \ W) \ TR\ \
the driver who has everything. =
Whether you're a good driver, good —] =
Stuff .ynur - student or have a homegwners : ‘WMW § =
stﬂcklng wlth policy with State Farm, we've gol ] W
2 a discount waiting for you = {%W _/é =
GET Tu:r .ﬂ. FSF_TT Err sr:ﬂE i |
discounts. B
=
—] From our Famll to Yours —|
& StateFarmy = ilo =
; = Montgomery Village Pharmacy :
HH"‘":-I’:GM? -'-ml i # 105 B Ward Street, Montgomery + 845-457-4020 « Fax: 457-4030  =| ’ =y i = ~ -
T = e S |
sty . - || FREE DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE L _
- = - aER e \=

A\ \ A) \ A\ \ A) \ A) \

%8s ORANGE COUNTY 4% SCOTTS CORNERS
TAXISERVICE PAINT & HARDWARE

TAX RETURN PREPARATION
spruce up for s L Corner of Rt. 208 & R. 17K MONTGOMERY

Individual « Business * Accounting

the holidays DIRECT DEPOST ELECTRONIC FILING 845-457-5005
at Paul Siepman, Owner * orangetax@aol.com sﬂﬁ‘mm

joore

4 _4 7 - 4 ) Paires M-F 7:30 - 7, Sat 7:30 - 5, Sun -4
Bal'k Of ‘!ﬁ 102 Vﬁzn ST?I?K &31 @ Tugcu31) Mogomm . _ | : ] |
the Town -

2294 St. Rt. 208, Montgomery
¢ -*'--. 845-713-4027 K1

“ REFILL OF YOUR 20/LB, « |

N PROPANE TANK .

‘N MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
NOT VALID W/ OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 12-31-16. 4

3 - -

Service Center, Inc.

Moracgomery Montessori School

B AFondwonFr e’ (845) 457-5520

+

24 HOUR TOWING SPECIALIST « IMPORTED
DOMESTIC « ALL REPAIRS PLUS BODY WORK
Just south of I-84, 2040 Rt. 208, Montgomery

Seve_n Freedoms
Music & Records

ndergarten - Elementary - Middle & {845] 401-9232 et féﬁ’« Wdffé&fﬁ

Www. montqomeryms com |nfo@montgomeryms com

4571117
100 Ward St. Montgomery, NY
www.yogaonthewallkill.com

22 Railroad Ave « Montgomery
(77/ % / (845) 457-1463 TRY YOGA - FIRST CLASS FREE

Our instructors are united in the desire to help you find your path to
OPE N Weekends 11 am -5 pm better health, clear mind and a less stressful life - All Levels welcome.
34 i www.SevenFreedoms.com

New/Vintage Vinyl Records

Gift certificates available.
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Sat., Dec. 10 * 1-5
'%Mw Open Houoe 1oy, ot il purchases
“A unique touch for all occasions”
Fori Plowers
at Yuess

Serving The Community For Over 60 Years

¢ Holiday 406 Third St.,
(LG EER Newburgh, NY 12550

St 845-561-0795

Gourmet
www.fotiﬂowers.comj

MEIDHII.N Mmm“ “mu FEATI'.IIHND I-m-ﬁ.l-lu‘r mn Mlﬁmm
' HALF PRICE BAR MENL WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
FRIGAY HARPY HOUR WITH COMPLIMENTARY FOOD
WEDNESDAY-SATLURDAY 400r CLOSE
M our el for nnﬁ'quﬂ E'mmnt dﬂdlf

'Iﬂ'!iﬂFF :
Coﬂukﬂﬁ;ﬂn s for diimer and reorive 1% nffmﬁml' hitl, Gmpm nutist be
- presenit. Not Valid our *Dinmer for Tin® Specials, Tiursday Siedk Divmer, Half Price
Biar Mieair, Calering, or Gift Cetificates.
Erpuu# IMIE

URGENT
CARE '

SAVE MONEY.
FEEL BETTER!

845-563-8000 |

147 Lake Street, Newburgh

-

CORNERSTONE
FAI\/\|LY HEALTHCARE

_.5\ lll HEN ‘nﬁailg Lunch E’. Dinner Special;"
] & Sun-Thurs 6-10pm, Fri & Sat 6am-1lpm

19% OFF TOTAL BILL won-urs.ony

Not to be combined with any other offers, excluding holidays

Gy Feast your eyes on our Delightful Desserts W
o
S

e
e

82 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush

744-5969

-
BABY
YOUR BABY A‘
PET GROOMING
Evenjthing to make yowr pet Acupuncture
1 look ond 6€d g'wﬂtl Where Change Begins

314 Temple Hill Road, New Windsor

(845)-569-0877

bybpetgrooming.com

Stop in our new office & say hello!

76 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush
845-744-8079 « jacacupuncture.com y

.4&

(Y —="

1] Vil k- A l!“"mu

Juckas Stabhles, inc.
Celebrating Our 51st Year

-

« Beautiful Trails - Private & Group Lessons
«» Quality Horses - Gift Certificates Available

| GREAT FAMILY FUN! |

www.juckasstables.com - Call for reservations!
Rt. 302, Pine Bush, NY 361-1429

il AT 1 e YT TN G

LUXURY SOLARIUMS

Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm
Sat: 9am-6:30pm
Sun: 9am-3:30pm

Gate Cycle

ATTENTION CYCLISTS!

We have all of your stocking stuffer needs.
0/ oFF HORNS - BELLS

0 A) LOCKS « TOOLS

1078 Rte 94, Vails Gate ,

(854) 565-7686 i !

vailsgate-cycle.com

356 Windsor Highway, New Windsor
562-6120 www.luxurysolariums.com

>/CiiLS

SR

ik

A gift a’aéo"cm'/ﬂtr'olft

to your local newspaper!
is a great gift idea for friends,
family and co-workers, visit
timescommunitypapers.com
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* Now offering Tanning $7

© 24 Hour Access Gym $35/mo.

* Family, Police, Military, EMS,
Fire Dept. Discounts $25/mo.

o A variety of classes including
cardio cycling

FITNESS-WORKS

99 Depot St., Pine Bush

*Experienced Personal
845-744-6769

Training available
*Holistic Wellness Coach
by Pure Symmetry

6 MONTH PAID MEMBERSHIP

oNLY S150” (paid in full
Offer expires 1-15-17

Holiday 6ift Certificates Available
Give the Gift of Health
to Yourself or Someone Else

LARGEST

Liquor Store in
Pine Bush area!

YALLEY SU PREME

IQUORS

Wet your whistle with our

MJ’T&"E—-

0P Bver,
g? 5’ %fw
o Extended. Wdcmm‘/es

VICTORY LANE AUTO MA{L
11 Boniface Drive ¢ Pine Bush, NY 12566, 845:744:3467.e WWWVICTORYLANEAUTOMALL (1]

§ m*rqgn
=+ WeareanEarly
leammy Center aatenng
ro 10 the development of
- young children ¢

- Come aboard and join our growing
crew and School Time family!

“Best decision | could have ever
made for our family”
- quote from a parent

OFFERING HALF & FULL DAY CLASSES
FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-6

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE available for preschool and
school-age children. Busing available to and from VCSD school.

ART, SPANISH, MUSC | swaore Kindrgrie i

Contact us for more info

469 Coldenham Road 845-567-9548

(1/8 mile off Rt. 17K in Coldenham )

aa 70 Scofield Street 845-778-1362

Email: schooltime95@aol.com
Universal Pre-K provider for the Valley Central School District
Servicing the community for 12 years - Ellen Prager & Cathy Olsen

THE NEW ROSE THEATRE PRESENTY...

g NUICRAC (i
ECEMBER 137H= 167H

Thursday & Friday al 7:00pm
faiurday al 2:00 & 7:00pm
Sunday al 2:00pm
inow Day: December 19(h

F8e

i, ™ fraw®
E Rk ‘_M

for select performances

Admission: "=
Adults $20.00; - "F
Seniors/Students $13.00

For More Information Conltact:
8453-TT8-2478 or wlamniz:aol.com

Unique & Custom Karat Gold Jewelry Creations

603-525-9977
845-527-0647

PAULROOSADESIGNS@GMAIL.COM
WWW.PAULROOSADESIGNS.COM

Dec13-17

will be at store
Tues - Fri 9am-1pm
&2-5pm
Sat 10am-2pm

Jw*emﬁ (ﬁf /ow

A place for inner peace, healing and spiritual growth

‘CZ"aﬁ[ ® Yntuitive (gear/ugy& o Alroma (%a'(%ry ® Foot Detox
: l%w}u//'{ybm/ﬁm‘.s‘t(zye ° 6?1/;;‘[(1/ (%e/‘(%’)y/ o New U{yenf}}o/é
Browse our gift shop for: Healing Crystals, Apothecary,
Healing Candles, Incense, Accessories, Organic
6 Soaps, Sage, Singing Bowls, Tarot Cards,
Salt Lamps, Healing Balms, Teas, Jewelry.... and more!
Open Wednesday through Saturday 12 pm- 5 pm
PSYCHIC & WELLNESS FAIR! First Saturday of the month 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
45 Main Street » Walden © (845) 713-5406 ¢ serenityforyou.net

l'

- QUALITY PET FOOD & SUPPLIES
a WILD BIRD FOOD & SUPPLIES
™1 LIVESTOCK FEED

™ SALT « HAY « STRAW

L]

L]

145 Hepper St. Walden
845-778-5252
www.waldenanimaldeli

9,
0
C




