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GET MORE DETAILS AT

JOE’S SMALL ENGINE of PINE BUSH
4 Railroad Ave • Pine Bush, New York

(845) 744-3720

Celebrating 25 Years Servicing All Your Power Equipment Needs!
joessmallengineofpinebush@yahoo.com

Want to Help You Clean Up this Fall 
& Get Ready for Firewood Season

With
INSTANT REBATES

or
FREE ACCESSORIES
When you purchase any qualifying 

leafblower or chainsaw.

Check out
our preseason

snowblower pricing
and fi nancing

options.

Great

fi nancing plans

available on all

in stock riding

mowers.

&

JOE’S
Save $100*

or more with rebates
on qualifying purchases of 
Hunter Douglas window fashions.

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013 joy. 
Wonderful window fashions now at a savings.
Plus, a federal tax credit opportunity on Duette® Architella®

Honeycomb Shades through December 31, 2013.**

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

 *  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. 
Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 
monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details, rebate form and information on qualifying purchases. 

** For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, see the Manufacturer’s Certifi cation Statement and FAQs at hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. Consult a tax 
professional regarding your individual tax situation and ability to claim a tax credit related to the purchase of the qualifying Duette Architella Honeycomb Shades. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used 
herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

(845) 562-4880
“I have a passion for window fashion.”

Turn old or discarded furniture, cabi-
nets and doors into fresh new cre-
ations through “upcycling” -- high-

end “recycling” that reduces trash at 
landfills by refurbishing or repurposing 
existing pieces, often enhancing the value. 
Woodcraft offers the following ideas and 
products to get you started.

Upcycling Projects
 Save chairs, tables, and other furni-
ture passed down through the generations 
by doing repairs, if  needed, and staining/
painting to suit your current decor.
 Other furniture or yard sale finds can 
be stabilized and given a new look through 
stain/paint or distressing, but some may 
also lend themselves to transformation 
for other uses, such as turning a chest of  
drawers into bookshelves, a chair into a 
swing, a dresser into a seat, and more.
 Solid wood doors make great tops for 
tables and kitchen islands, old-fashioned 
screen doors hung from the ceiling can 
store pots and pans, and old windows 
make attractive wall hangings used “as 
is” or with additions, such as photos.
 Change the look of  your kitchen, bath-
room or workshop with a new color for 
your cabinets and new handles and pulls.

Helpful Products
 “Woodcraft offers many products -- 
including professional advice -- that can 
make upcycling projects easy and suc-
cessful,” product manager Kent Harpool 
said. “A few products are listed here, 
but our retail store owners and sales-
people, customer service staff  and tech 
experts are available to help you select 
from Woodcraft’s extensive line of  tools 
and supplies, as well as understand how to 
use the products. We know wood and how 
to work with it, repair it and transform it. 
Visit a store near you, or give us a call -- let 
us help you.”
 Repair: Furniture that has been around 
awhile may need repair. For weak chair 
joints, drill a hole, inject Briwax ChaiRx, 
and wait for it to swell the joints for a 
strong bond. For other repairs, Titebond 
I, II or III and other glues will work.
 Transition: Changing the use and form 
of  wood pieces will involve varied tasks.
For projects that involve disassembly of  
furniture or doors, followed by reassem-
bly of  some pieces into a new creation, 
the Kreg Jig(R) K4 Master System offers 
quick joinery -- strong pocket-hole joints.
 Stanley Chair Braces are designed for 

Upcycling: 
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Honda. Built To Last.

Please read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to 
carbon monoxide. Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified 
electrician. Specifications subject to change without notice.  ©2013 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. C0469. 

EU6500i

GENERATORS
• 6500 watts (54.1/27.1A) of 120/240v regulated power
• Super quiet   • Automatic idle    • Standard electric start
• Operates 14 hrs at 50% load (4.5 gal)

Power outages and emergencies hit without warning. 
A Honda generator keeps things running.
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corner reinforcement on chairs, tables, 
chests, and more for quick, easy construc-
tion and repairs.
 Once you have selected and/or repaired 
a piece of  old furniture or created a new 
piece from an existing one, determine 
where your upcycled piece will “live,” 
which color or colors will look best there, 
and which type of  paint or finish will 
achieve the desired effect.

 Use Restor-A-
Finish® to “uncover” 
the original finish on 
an heirloom or other 
old piece of  furni-
ture. Available in six 
colors plus neutral, 
it revives the wood 
finish’s luster while 
blending out minor 
scratches and blem-
ishes.
 For a beautiful 
hand rubbed wood 
finish look, choose 
General Finishes Gel 
Stain and Topcoats. 
Available in 12 
shades, including the 
popular Java, these 

urethane stains and topcoats are easy to 
use: simply wipe on with a rag and wipe 
off  the excess. To protect the gel stain, 
especially for heavy-use surfaces such as 
tabletops, General Finishes offers three 
options: Gel Satin Top Coat, PolyAcrylic 
Top Coat or High Performance Top Coat.
 General Finishes Water Based Milk 
Paints and Glaze Effects offer a wide range 

of  color possibilities. Use one of  the 20 pre-
mixed acrylic Milk Paint colors, such as 
Tuscan red, or combine two colors (using 
a topcoat between applications). To cre-
ate eye-catching decorative finishes such 
as distressing, antiquing, marble effects, 
shabby chic, and more, choose one of  the 
six translucent glaze effects to go with any 
water-based stain or paint.
 Old-Fashioned Milk Paint is a powder 
made from earth pigments, which is mixed 

with water to make 20 rich colors that 
authentically reflect colors found on exist-
ing antique furniture and buildings.
 To uncover the original wood surface on 
furniture, SOY-GelTM Professional Paint 
Stripper is easy to use, virtually odorless 
and has no known health hazards.
 For more information about Woodcraft 
products, contact the store nearest you, 
visit www.woodcraft.com

3B

Transforming the old into a better new



Fall Home Improvement, Times Community Newspapers, Wednesday, September 25, 2013

10 - 30 Y��� R��� O�� D�	
��
� R
�����

845-255-6300 | www.HudsonValleyRolloff.com

C2G supports Breast Cancer Research.  For each new oil tank removal or 
abandonment contracted during the month of October 2013, C2G will donate no less 

than $50.00 and up to $500.00 (per job) to a local Breast Cancer Organization.

C2G offers full Tank Abandonment 
& Replacement Installation Packages.  

FREE Project Quote & 
Homeowners Guide @ WWW.C2G.US

845-255-4900 | WWW.C2G.US
Call or Click Today

Package Includes: cleaning and abandonment of any-size 
underground tank, installation of new 275 gallon  aboveground 

oil tank (new gauge, vent, fill & alarm), tank abandonment 
certificate and bottom sludge disposal.

Starting as low as $2,175.00
**some restrictions may apply.**

C2G Environmental Cares!

845.797.7346845.797.7346

Milton, NY

Large selection of stock and 
custom cabinets with a vast range 

of styles, colors and fi nishes 

By TONI HOKANSON

Choosing a home improvement con-
tractor can be a daunting task.  
After all, this is essentially inviting 

a stranger in to your home and trusting 
them with your most valuable invest-
ment. 
 The local Chamber of  Commerce 
is a good source for local talent, how-
ever this is not a recommendation based 
on performance.  The Better Business 
Bureau web site is another resource. 
High standards must be maintained, by 
the company, in the resolution of  cus-
tomer complaints in order to maintain a 
BBB A+ rating. 
 The most common referral source 
is friends, relatives and neighbors.  
Firsthand experience in a contractor’s 
performance, work habits, timeliness, 
attention to details and meeting expecta-
tions promotes confidence in contractor 
selection.  Having the right talent and 
skill to complete the project is an impor-
tant, but not the only factor in hiring a 
contractor. 
 To best protect your investment take 
into consideration the following:

• General Liability Insurance: One 
million dollars is a typical amount to 
look for but could be more depending on 
the cost of  the project and the value of  
your home.  Ask for a certificate naming 
you additionally ensured prior to the 
start of  work.  This protects you against 
any damage that could occur to your 
home, including failure to complete the 
work.
• Professional Liability Insurance: 
Look for this if  you are hiring a profes-
sional such as an engineer, architect 
or environmental consultant.  This pro-
tects you against any penalties or liabil-
ity for errors or omissions made by the 
professional.
• Workers Compensation Insurance: If  
your contractor has no employees this 
is not required.  This insurance covers 
employee injury that could occur while 
working on your property.
• Pollution Insurance: This is needed 
when hiring an environmental contrac-
tor or anyone transporting potentially 
hazardous material from your property.  
Look for this when hiring a contrac-
tor to remove your old oil tank.  This 
protects you should the sludge from the 

Home contractor advice
4B



Fall Home Improvement, Times Community Newspapers, Wednesday, September 25, 2013

TEXTILE RESTORATION

SPECIALISTS

T  RS

★★★★★ 5 Star Customer Satisfaction
Extras Provided: Portable Closets, Valet Service, Rush Items delivered within 24 
hours. We return all items back to their original location.

No Job Too Big Or Too Small
Work with Insurance Companies, Restoration Contractors, Environmental Cleanup & 
Cleaning Companies, Home & Business Owners.

TRS is a division of Vails Gate Cleaners

www.vglaundry.com rpm@vglaundry.com

24 hour direct answer phone: (845) 527-0374

Specializing in Fire, Smoke, Odor removal of garments, 
bedding, linens, draperies, leather, suede, furs, shoes 

and all household items made of fabric of any type.

Fall is
 the 

Tim
e to Insta

ll 

GUTTER COVERS

Kraftmaid

Masterpiece

Merillat Classic

Decora

Schrock

Wolf Classic

Countertops

Granite

Quartz

Solid Surface

Laminates

Kitchen & Bath Design

Installations

Free Estimates

(845) 236-2566

Cabinet Store, Inc.

www.cabinetstoreinc.com

1504 Rt. 9W • Marlboro

Factory Direct Cabinetry

ONE STOP SHOPPING FOR ALL PHASES OF CONSTRUCTION

oil tank not be properly disposed of  or 
accidently spilled.
• Contract:  A written quote, proposal 
or contract clearly describing the work 
to be done, the cost and how, payments, 
changes and potential variables will be 
handled.  It should also include when 
work will begin and expected to finish 
and be signed by you and the contractor.  
Be wary of  anyone who will not put the 
scope of  work and charges in writing.  
Did you know that you have the right 
to cancel a contract without penalty?  
In NYS, you must cancel in writing by 
midnight of  the third day after signing 
a contract.
• Permits: An experienced contractor 
will be knowledgeable about any per-
mits that may be required by the local 
building department.  It should be clear 
who will be applying for the permit 

and the contractor must provide insur-
ance certificates and any required work 
details.
 Home improvements can add value 
to your home as well as providing beau-
ty and comfort.  It is worth the time to 
choose an experienced reliable contrac-
tor and ensure that the safety nets of  
insurance and a contract are in place to 
protect your investment. 
 Toni Hokanson is Director of  
Marketing and Training for C2G 
Environmental Consultants, LLC  a full 
service environmental company which 
provides oil tank removal and replace-
ment, water and soil testing, spill cleanup 
and more.  C2G carries $5 Million in 
General Liability, Professional Liability 
and Pollution insurance.  For more infor-
mation see WWW.C2G.US
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Heating,  Cooking, Hot Water & More  

• Prompt Tank Sets 

• Reliable Delivery and Service 

• Employee Owners here for you         
24 Hours a Day Every Day A Division of Main Care Energy 
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By MELINDA MYERS

 Don’t let a busy schedule stop you from 
creating a beautiful landscape. Incorporate 
a few of  these changes in your fall land-
scape care. You’ll create beautiful results 
with a limited investment of  time and 
effort.
•   Cut the grass, recycle fall leaves, and 
improve the soil with a pass of  the lawn 
mower.   Shred leaves and leave them on 
the lawn as you mow this fall.  As long 
as you can see the grass through the leaf  
pieces, the lawn will be fine. As the leaves 
break down they add organic matter to the 
soil, improving drainage in clay soil and 
water holding ability in sandy soils.
 Or, as an alternative, use excess leaves 
as a soil mulch. Shred the leaves with your 
mower and spread a layer over the soil to 
conserve moisture and insulate the roots 
of  perennials. Fall mulching gives you a 
jump on next spring’s landscape chores.
• Improve your lawn’s health by fertil-
izing this fall with a low nitrogen slow 
release fertilizer, like Milorganite (www.
milorganite.com). You’ll reduce the risk 
of  disease problems and with slower weed 
growth in fall, your lawn, not the weeds, 

will benefit from the nutrients.  Fall fertil-
ization also helps lawns recover from the 
stresses of  summer by encouraging deep 
roots and denser growth that can better 
compete with weeds and tolerate disease 
and insects. 
 Northern gardeners can follow the holi-
day schedule and fertilize Labor Day and 
Halloween.  Southern gardeners should 
make their last fall fertilization at least 30 
days before the lawn goes dormant or the 
average first killing frost to avoid winter 
kill.
•   Do a bit of  planting.  Cool season annu-
als brighten up the fall garden and, for 
those in warmer regions, the winter gar-
den.  Consider adding cold hardy pansies. 
They provide color in the fall garden, sur-
vive most winters, and are back blooming 
in the spring just as the snow melts.
 Fall is also a good time to plant peren-
nials, trees and shrubs. The soil is warm 
and the air cooler, so the plants are less 
stressed and establish more quickly. Select 
plants suited to the growing conditions 
and be sure to give them plenty of  room to 
reach their mature size.
•   Plant daffodils, tulips, hyacinths and 
other bulbs in fall for extra color next 

spring.  Set the bulbs at a depth of  two to 
three times their height deep.   Then cover 
them with soil and sprinkle on a low nitro-
gen slow release fertilizer.  This type of  
fertilizer promotes rooting without stimu-
lating fall growth subject to winter kill. 
 Base your bulb planting time on the 
weather not the calendar.  Start planting 
after the night-time temperatures hover 
between 40 and 50 degrees.  Be patient, 
waiting until the soil cools reduces the 
risk of  early sprouting that often occurs 
during a warm fall. 
 Those gardening in the far south and 
along the gulf  coast can purchase pre-
cooled bulbs to compensate for the warm 
winters.  Or the chilling can be done at 
home by storing the bulbs in a 35 to 45 
degree location for at least 14 weeks before 
planting.
•   Leave healthy perennials stand for win-
ter. This increases hardiness and adds 
beauty to the winter landscape with their 
seed heads, dried foliage and the birds they 
attract. Plus, it will delay cleanup until 
spring when gardeners are anxious to get 
outdoors and start gardening.
 However, be sure to remove any dis-
eased or insect-infested plants to reduce 

the source of  pest problems in next year’s 
garden.
•   Start composting or add shredded leaves 
and other plant debris to an existing com-
post pile.  Combine fall leaves with other 
plant waste, a bit of  soil or compost, and 
sprinkle with fertilizer to create compost.  
Recycling yard waste saves time bagging, 
hauling and disposing of  green debris.  
You also reduce or eliminate the need to 
buy soil amendments to improve your 
existing garden soil.
 Incorporate one or all six of  these prac-
tices to increase the health and beauty of  
your landscape now and for years to come.

 Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author 
& columnist Melinda Myers has more than 
30 years of  horticulture experience and has 
written over 20 gardening books, including 
Can’t Miss Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts the nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment segments and is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Myers’ web site, www.
melindamyers.com, offers gardening videos 
and tips.

Six steps to a beautiful landscape next season

Our Aluminum Awnings are made with 
rigid Northeast wind and snow load 
regulations. Call today for a FREE 

on-site consultation.

Winter • Spring • Summer • Fall
CARPORTS • ENTRYWAYS 

DECK & PATIO

• Long Lasting Powder Coated Finish

• 10 Year Warranty

• Custom made for your needs

• Professionally Installed

1-800-SHADE-US 
845-566-4000

ALUMINUM 
AWNINGS
ARE READY TO TAKE 
ON ANY WEATHER. 

ARE YOU?

2435 Rt 32 
New Windsor, NY
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 Cool autumn weather and less sunlight 
are signals to certain trees that it is time 
to shed their leaves. A leafless tree is more 
capable of  conserving energy and riding 
out the winter successfully. Trees also shed 
their leaves during periods of  drought or 
if  they have produced too many leaves in 
the summer and need to conserve water.
 For homeowners, fallen leaves can be 
an unsightly nuisance that can stain con-
crete and smother lawns, especially when 
fallen leaves are not promptly removed. 
Raking is a timely task many homeowners 
dread. But it is possible to cut down on the 
time it takes to clear a yard of  all those 
unsightly leaves.
 Wait for the majority of  leaves to drop 
before beginning your work. If  you start 
too early in the season, you may end up 
raking multiple times and that is not time-
efficient.
 Use the technology at your disposal. 
If  the grass is still growing, you can use a 
mulching mower to take care of  some of  
the leaves. The mower will shred the leaves 
and create nutrients for the soil and the 
lawn. However, once the lawn stops grow-
ing you do not want to cut it too short. This 
is when it is time to take out the rake.
 A composting vacuum and leaf  blower 

are other ways to make quick work of  
cleaning up leaves. Although these devices 
may not be as eco-friendly as a rake, they 
can significantly reduce the time it takes 
to clear a yard of  fallen leaves.
 Remember to rake downwind. It is a 
good idea to save raking for a day when it 
is not too breezy; otherwise, you may end 
up raking the same spots over and over. 
Handle small spots at one time and rake 
the leaves into small piles. Then you can 
easily transfer the leaves to a tarp or bag 
and set aside for disposal or deposit them 
into your compost heap.
 Invest in a lightweight leaf  rake and 
a good pair of  gloves. Being comfortable 
while doing the work will make it go more 
smoothly and quickly, and a lightweight 
rake won’t be too taxing, while gloves will 
prevent the formation of  blisters. In addi-
tion, take breaks to rest and recharge.
 Move your feet as you rake so your 
arms and back are not doing all of  the 
work. Think of  it as dragging the leaves 
more so than just shuffling them around. 
The more leaves you can gather in one pass 
of  the rake, the more quickly the job will 
go.
 Spread the work around. Sharing the 
task with others certainly cuts down on 

the time it takes to clear the yard. Have a 
leaf-raking party in which members of  the 
household each pitch in before everyone 
enjoys a well-deserved backyard barbecue.
 Although raking leaves may not be the 
average homeowner’s favorite activity, it is 

a healthy one. Various muscles are worked 
when raking, which also is a good form of  
cardiovascular exercise. In fact, a person 
who weighs 180 pounds can expect to burn 
more than 350 calories raking leaves for an 
hour.

Raking leaves efficiently
7B

Open: Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm,
Sunday 12 noon-5pm

845.294.8069
www.furnops.com

Quality Brands for Less � Flexsteel � Canadel � Stressless
� Broyhill � Sealy � Vaughan Bassett & More

2596 Route 17M, Goshen, NYF U R N I T U R E

OPTIONS



Fall Home Improvement, Times Community Newspapers, Wednesday, September 25, 2013

We clean the air 
your family breathes.

CERTIFIED 
MOLD 

REMEDIATION 
AND TESTING 
& AIR DUCT 
CLEANING

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIALDehumidifi cation Systems Sold & Installed

Water Restoration • All Jobs Owner Inspected

FREE ESTIMATES • Written Warranties
Licensed & Insured • Serving Tri-State Area

845-567-0000

 Painting a home’s interior can give it 
a completely new look and feel. A fresh 
coat of  paint can make a room feel more 
vibrant and up-to-date, creating a whole 
new attitude within the room without 
breaking the bank.
 Whether creating an accent wall or 
painting each wall within a room, paint-
ing is a relatively easy and inexpensive 
home improvement project. But that 
doesn’t mean painting does not require 
a little prep work before the project can 
begin.
• Address any holes or bumps on the wall. 
Holes or cracks in the wall will need to be 
patched with spackle, which then must 
dry before the wall can be given a new 
coat of  paint. In addition, sand down any 
bumps until the walls are smooth and free 
of  any unsightly abnormalities.
• Wash the walls. Walls can get dirty, and 
that dirt may or may not be masked by 
paint. Before adding a new coat of  paint, 
wash the walls and inspect them for dust. 
Dust can collect on molding, especially 
in rooms that get little natural air. When 
dust has collected on the molding and 
around doorways and trim, use a damp 
cloth to wipe it away before adding any 
new paint.
• Apply primer. Primer can serve many 
functions, not the least of  which is its role 

as a bonding agent between the wall and 
the top coat of  paint. Primer can also help 
conceal dark colors, prevent stains and 
increase the life expectancy of  the paint 
job you are about to undertake.
• Prepare your paint. Preparing the paint 
is a simple task, but one novice painters 
may not be aware of. When opening a new 
can of  paint, stir the paint before using it. 
In addition, even if  you don’t plan to use a 
roller when painting, do not paint straight 
from the can, which can be heavier to 
hold than a small bowl, and a light bowl is 
less likely to be spilled than a potentially 
heavy can of  paint. In addition, once paint 
has been removed from the can, replace 
the lid so dust and other impurities do not 
settle in the can.
• Purchase painter’s tape. Painter’s tape 
can be especially valuable to novice paint-
ers. Painter’s tape makes it easier to paint 
smooth and clean paint lines, giving a 
room a more professional looking coat of  
paint without the cost of  hiring a profes-
sional painter.
 Painting can be an inexpensive and 
fun way to upgrade a home’s interior. But 
even though painting does not require 
the technical know-how of  more large-
scale home improvement projects, it still 
requires some prep work and attention to 
detail to ensure the job is done right. 

Important prep work
8B
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  Our Purchase & RenovateSM loans may be just the fix.

How can we make it our own?

Your ideal home doesn’t always start out that way. 

That’s why Wells Fargo provides Purchase & RenovateSM

financing — to help you transform most any property into 

a home of your own. With this unique financing option, 

you can roll improvement costs right into the mortgage 

amount, so you can purchase and upgrade your home — 

all with one loan. 

To learn more, call or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

REV 4/13106925 -

Information is accurate as of date of printing and is subject to change without 
notice. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
©2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801.  

ANGELA M DEMARIS 
Sales Manager 
Renovation Specialist 
Phone: 845-838-5683 
955 Little Brittain Road �
New Windsor, NY 12553 
http://www.angelademaris.com 
angela.m.demaris@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 403692 

Custom Woodworking . . . Not Just Kitchens

Our specialty is kitchens, but we also produce fi ne 
cabinetry and woodworking for home libraries 
and offi ces, entertainment centers and fi replaces, 
bathrooms and laundry rooms.

Specialized Services  . . . it’s what we do.

• Our design team offers expertise for all aspects of your vision, 
from identifying your budget and project goals to choosing colors, 
materials and hardware

• Custom designs are fabricated in our  on-site wood working 
facility, offering fl exibility to make modifi cations to your project

• The experience and talent of our in-house installers guarantees 
a seamless transformation of your space from ordinary to 
extraordinary

Call for an appointment with 
one of our designers and 

visit our showroom at 
1637 Route 44/55, Modena
www.apuzzokitchens.com

845.883.6211

3730 Rte. 9W 
Highland, New York 

15% off  
any one store item. 
Must present coupon, not valid with 
other offer or promo. Exp. 9-30-13 

Swim in 2014 
Pick your pool now!  

$16,999  
Kidney / Rectangle / Oval   

Installed 

Closeout Deals on pool store stock to make 
way for Giuliana's Gift Garden! 

A blend of homemade gifts, food, creative 
twists on everyday fun for you or gift!  

Did you know? 
 Reducing your electricity consumption is an easy way to reduce your environmental foot-
print. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 39 percent of the energy used 
in America is used to generate electricity. Most of that electricity is generated from fossil fuels 
like coal, natural gas and oil, and generating those fossil fuels can increase the emissions of 
pollutants and greenhouse gases while contributing to climate change. But electricity can be 
generated from renewable resources that do not generally contribute to climate change or 
air pollution. That’s because these renewable resources, which include solar, geothermal and 
wind technologies, do not burn fuels. If such renewable resources are not accessible to you, 
then there are additional ways to reduce your electricity consumption. When purchasing new 
appliances and electronics, purchase energy-efficient products and operate them efficiently. 
Energy-efficient windows can bring more natural light into your home, allowing you to rely more 
on natural light than electricity to brighten your home. In addition, energy-efficient, properly 
insulated windows help both your home’s heating and cooling systems to operate more effi-
ciently by reducing the amount of air that escapes through the windows.
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23-27 Main Street
Walden, NY 12586

845-778-7124

www.SohnsApplianceCenter.com

SHOWROOM HOURS:
Mon-Fri 9:00 to 5:30, Thurs 9:00 to 8:00, Sat 9:00 to 4:00, Sun CLOSED

*Must purchase at least three eligible Bosch appliances and receive a Bosch Visa Prepaid Card for up to a 
15% Rebate. Offer valid August 1, 2011-November 30,2011. See in-store sales assocaite for details.

UP
TO

SOHNS APPLIANCE CENTER

The More You Buy,
THE BIGGER
THE REBATE!
SAVE

15%
on Bosch

Kitchen Packages*

Rte 17M • Next To Healey • Goshen • 845-294-7900
BEST SERVICE • BEST SELECTION • BEST PRICE

OUTLETOUTLET

 Home improvement projects can add 
value to a home and do-it-yourselfers 
know the sweat-equity that goes into such 
projects can give homeowners a greater 
sense of  pride in their homes. But no 
two home improvement projects are the 
same, and homeowners should know that 
certain projects are best tackled during 
certain times of  the year.
 Fall is a great season to work on your 
house, as the weather is often at its most 
agreeable once the summer heat has gone 
and before winter weather arrives. The 
following are a handful of  fall-friendly 
home improvement projects for homeown-
ers looking to improve their homes.
Roof  repair
 Whether you’re repairing or replacing 
the roof, fall is a great time of  year to dust 
off  the ladder and get some work done on 
your roof  for a variety of  reasons. First 
and foremost, fall is ideal for roof  work 
because you won’t have to be up on the 
roof  with the summer heat bearing down 
on you. This can make the project move 
along more quickly, which is especially 
beneficial if  you are paying laborers to 
work on the roof. The fewer hours workers 

are fixing your roof, the less you will be 
paying in labor costs.
 In addition, fixing up the roof  in the 
fall ensures those winter storms, be it rain 
or snow, won’t find their way into your 
home via leaks. A leaky roof  in winter 
is hard to fix, as the roof  surface could 
be treacherous in the winter and winter 
winds can make it dangerous to be up on 
the roof  at all. Addressing leaks in the fall 
can prevent damage to your home’s inte-
rior, which can mount up if  a leaky roof  is 
not addressed until the following spring.

Window work
 When the weather outside gets fright-
ful, poorly insulated windows can allow 
cold air into the home. That often has 
a trickle-down effect on finances, forc-
ing you to turn up the thermostat in an 
attempt to offset the cold air pouring into 
the home. Whether you need your win-
dows replaced or simply need to patch up 
any leaks, a proactive approach to leaky 
or older windows in the fall can save 
you from unnecessarily high heating bills 
come the winter. Addressing leaky win-
dows also makes a home more comfortable 

Home improvement      
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    projects perfect for fall
for its inhabitants.
 Fall is the ideal time to address a 
home’s windows because the temperature 
outside tends to be pleasant. This means 
you likely won’t have to make much of  an 
effort to offset the elements, and open win-
dows in the fall won’t make your home’s 
interior very hot or cold like they might if  
you were to tackle the project during the 
summer or winter.

Fixing the floors
 Wood flooring is a hot commodity for 
many homeowners. But not all flooring 
can be added to a home at any time of  year. 
That’s because certain types of  flooring 
employ adhesives that need temperatures 
inside the home to be within a certain 
range, and that range is often within 70o 
to 80o F, which makes fall a great time to 
install such floors. Colder temperatures 
can make it difficult for the flooring to dry 
and bond, which will prove problematic 
down the road. What’s more, many people 
entertain friends and family come late fall 
and into the holiday season, and it can be 
difficult to do so if  you are busy installing 
new flooring.

Painting projects
 Painting is another home improvement 
project that seems tailor-made for fall. A 
fresh coat of  paint or a new color scheme 
around the house can give a home an 
entirely new look and feel. But paint can 
be pungent and the aromas may last if  it’s 
applied at a time of  year when it can’t dry 
while the windows are wide open. Paint 
fumes inside a home can make the home 
uninhabitable, but painting at a time of  
year like the fall, when you can keep the 
windows open during and after the proj-
ect, can help air the home out.
 But interior painting isn’t the only 
painting project homeowners can tackle in 
the fall. Many exterior paints are tempera-
ture-sensitive and need the temperature 
outside to be above 40o F. Paint that freezes 
won’t dry properly, and homeowners might 
be left with a costly and unsightly mistake 
on their hands. Fall temperatures tend to 
be amenable to both interior and exterior 
painting projects, just be sure to check the 
weather forecast before making your first 
brush stroke. 
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A dark home can drain your energy lev-
els quickly. As well, increasing natu-
ral sunlight in a home lessens reli-

ance on interior lighting, reducing energy 
bills and lowering the carbon footprint. 
 According to the National Institutes of  
Health, some people experience serious 
mood changes during the winter months. 
Dubbed seasonal affective disorder, or SAD, 
this condition may be effectively treated 
with light therapy. Exposure to more light 
can alleviate fatigue, loss of  interest and 
sad or anxious feelings. Homeowners look-
ing to increase the natural light in their 
homes, can do so in a variety of  ways.
• Opening blinds and curtains as far as 
they will go allows as much light to shine 
in without having to do major home 
renovations or spend any money at all. 
Homeowners concerned about privacy can 
install a window film that allows viewing 
from the inside only.
• Dirty windows obstruct sunlight from 
entering the home. They also can make a 
home appear unkempt. 
• Seamless sliding doors enable a large 
amount of  light to enter the home. The 
more windows and doors a home has, the 
brighter it will be.
• A room may be dark because it simply 
does not have a layout conducive to bright-
ness. Is a wall blocking light from reaching 

a portion of  the room? The addition of  a 
small window on a south- or west-facing 
wall can greatly improve natural light. 
Using mirrors can also reflect light where 
it is needed.
• Both skylights or solar tubes enable light 
to enter a home from above. Skylights are 
larger and require considerably more work 
to install, while solar tubes are low-pro-
file and can be put into rooms that do not 
abut the roofline, such as those obstructed 
by attic space. The tubular cylinders are 
installed between the roof  and the ceiling 
and carry light through a reflective tube to 
the room below. Diffusers on tubular day-
lighting devices scatter the rays so the light 
doesn’t cast harsh shadows, and UV filters 
can help protect furniture.
• If  trees and bushes are blocking light from 
entering your home, trim them to enable 
dappled light to come through. Deciduous 
trees that will naturally lose their leaves 
come autumn can be planted on sunny 
areas of  the property. This way in the sum-
mer months they will shade the house and 
keep it cooler, while in winter more sun 
will stream in when the leaves are shed.
• Make a spot in the home where sun will 
be at a premium. A solarium or greenhouse 
attached to the home can be a warm and 
sunny spot.
 

Invite the natural light inside
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