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Our Aluminum Awnings are made with 
rigid Northeast wind and snow load 
regulations. Call today for a FREE 

on-site consultation.

Winter • Spring • Summer • Fall
CARPORTS • ENTRYWAYS 

DECK & PATIO

• Long Lasting Powder Coated Finish
• 10 Year Warranty

• Custom made for your needs
• Professionally Installed

1-800-SHADE-US 
845-566-4000

ALUMINUM 
AWNINGS
ARE READY TO TAKE 
ON ANY WEATHER. 
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New Windsor, NY

2H



Times Community Newspapers, Wednesday, October 8 2014 3H

Prevent winter soil erosion
Acres upon acres of  landscape may be 

under siege this winter. Soil erosion is a 
significant problem when the tempera-
tures dip, as snowstorms and wind can 
blow unprotected soil away. What’s more, 
when warmer weather returns, even more 
soil may erode from spring melt and run-
off.

Unprotected soil that is exposed to wet 
and windy weather can quickly deterio-
rate. Especially harsh winter weather can 
cause soil to break down, subjecting the 
soil to erosive forces. Soil loss is wasteful 
and can compromise landscapes, leaving 
lawns and gardens susceptible to further 
damage.  

Rather than reacting to the problem of  
soil erosion, homeowners can take pro-
active steps to protect soil before winter 
weather has a chance to wreak havoc. 
Composting can protect and improve soil 
conditions throughout the winter season.

Some people see gardening as a spring 
and summer activity. However, by making 
gardening a year-round effort - and choos-
ing plants for all seasons - homeowners 
can protect landscapes and provide hardy 
habitats for wildlife.

Speak with a landscaping profession-
al about which plants are hardy enough 

to survive through the fall and winter 
seasons. Certain ornamental bushes and 
shrubs can thrive in colder temperatures. 
Root vegetables, such as carrots and pota-
toes, are viable in the winter months. 
Many people plant flower bulbs in early 
winter to protect the soil and to enjoy 
vibrant color upon the arrival of  spring.

If  your goal is to plant a placeholder for 
spring crops or plants, cover plants, such 
as rye, are an ideal winter protection crop. 
Rye will remain rooted into spring and 
then can be mulched into a soil amend-
ment.

Another solution is to use leaves and 
other compost matter to cover naked soil 
until planting resumes. The compost will 
be heavy enough to stay in place and will 
add healthy soil nutrients, including potas-
sium, phosphorous and nitrogen, as it 
decomposes. Place a breathable soil fabric 
on the compost to help slow decomposi-
tion. Soil fabric also can be used elsewhere 
to protect soil and plants where thick lay-
ers of  compost may not be practical.

 Don’t overlook the importance of  pre-
venting soil erosion during the winter. 
Protect resources and guarantee a land-
scape that is ready to thrive when spring 
planting season returns.

UP WITH

• Affordable Supply of Natural Gas or Propane 

• Complete Generac Automatic Standby Generator System

• Required Routine Maintenance by Our Factory Certified Technicians

• Annual Service Plan for All Your Service Needs

• Staffed 24 Hours a Day for Customer Support Including Delivery, 

Service and Account Maintenance

Your “GENERATOR POWER SYSTEM” Includes:

www.MainCareEnergy.com
1.800.542.5552

GENERATORSAutomatic Standby

POWER 
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Cool breezes and crisp air seem tailor-made for after-
noons spent enjoying the great outdoors. The pleasant 
autumn weather and awe-inspiring foliage may be the 
reason so many festivals and outdoor events are scheduled 
this time of  year. 

Apple and pumpkin picking are popular as neighbor-
hood orchards open their doors to the public, allowing us 
to scour their fields and trees for the perfect finds. Heed 
these picking tips to make the experience even more of  a 
success.

Apples
Ripe apples will be crisp and firm. Keep in mind that 

apples ripen from the outside of  the tree inward. Those 
are the ones usually picked first, anyway. 

Try to get to an orchard earlier in the season. If  you wait 
too long, the trees may be picked of  most of  the best fruit. 
Depending on where you live, apple-picking season may 
begin in mid-September and continue into mid-October.

Apples can bruise, so don’t toss them into baskets when 
picking. Also, wait to wash apples until right before eating 
to prevent moisture-related spoilage. Apples keep best in 
a cool location.

Pumpkins
When visiting a pumpkin patch, dress accordingly. That 

means wearing shoes that you don’t mind getting dirty, 
as the patch may be muddy. Layer clothing in case it is a 
chilly day. Breezes are more pronounced in open fields.

Pumpkins are “long-keepers,” which means if  they are 
uncut or not damaged, they can last for several weeks. 

This means you can pick pumpkins at the same time as 
apples. When selecting a pumpkin, look for one that is 
completely orange. After picking, a green or yellow pump-
kin may never ripen to orange. 

Bring along a small wagon and knife so that you can cut 
the vine, if  necessary. Pumpkins are heavy, and a wagon 
will come in handy, especially with youngsters in tow. 

Ripe pumpkins should not dent easily. Examine your 
pumpkin for holes or insects, which could indicate inter-
nal rot that greatly reduces the shelf  life of  the pumpkin. 
Remember, carving the pumpkin reduces its life expectan-
cy, so be sure to reserve that task until close to Halloween.

If  you want a pumpkin for a baked treat or other dish, 
you will need a small, sweet cooking pumpkin known 
as a “sugar pumpkin.” The meat of  this pumpkin is less 
stringy and smoother than decorative pumpkin varieties.

Apple and pumpkin-picking tips Home apps and tips 
Smartphones can make the home improvement process that 

much easier. Various smartphone apps now exist, and many were 
designed with the intention of making it easier to plan and exe-
cute home improvement projects. Some apps allow smartphone 
users to more easily match the colors of their furnishings with 
certain accents and accessories, saving homeowners the time 
spent wondering if certain items will match or clash with their 
existing furnishings. Homeowners can even make use of apps that 
make it easier for them to see how new furniture will fit in their 
existing spaces. Of course, homeowners also can take photos of 
their furnishings on their smartphones as well, and then compare 
those photos to shades of paint or carpet to save themselves 
from making a second trip to the store. 

•

Many home improvement projects involve hanging decorative 
items, such as photo frames or shelving. Homeowners frequently 
wrestle with nails, screws and hanging hardware, perhaps creating 
more holes in their walls than is necessary to get items level and 
in the right spots. Instead of playing a guessing game of figuring 
out where the hanging holes or hooks are located on the back of 
items, use your office equipment to make life easier. Make a copy 
of the back of the item you’re trying to hang with a printer/scan-
ner or a copy machine, making sure to copy the item to full scale. 
Print the copy at full size and use it to drill the hanging holes. If 
you don’t have access to a copy machine or scanner, use a piece 
of tape to measure the distance between the hanging holes on the 
back of the frame. Stick the tape to the wall and then put your 
nails or screws at the ends of the tape. 

OUTLET

Rte 17M • Next to Healey • Goshen • 845-294-7900 • www.ToolFactoryOutlet.com
BEST SERVICE • BEST SELECTION • BEST PRICE • GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

TIME TO GET THAT PROJECT DONE... Everything You Need for that Fall Fix up
• Chain Saws
• Circular Saws
• Cordless Tools

• Hammer Drills
• Ladders
• Tarps

• Miter Saws
• Multi-Tool
• Reciprocating Saws

A neighborhood tool store at your fi nger tips for over 30 years!
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Power 
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 Repairs 

In business 
over 30 years!

If your walls 
could talk, 
they’d  
thank you.

Protect your home with the 
best. And do it at a price that 
will have your wallet saying 

“thanks” too.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Great home insurance.

Mark Mahoney, Agent
3669 Route 9W

Highland, NY  12528
Bus: 845-691-6123

mark.a.mahoney.quhd@statefarm.com
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With the right instruction, children of  
all ages can get involved with fix-up proj-
ects and learn new skills in the process.

• Make kids a part of  the design and 
planning process, welcoming the input of  
younger members of  the family, especially 
if  renovations will impact spaces they use 
directly. Draft a list of  supplies and ask 
what supplies they think will have to go 
into completing the project.

• Take children along to the home 
improvement store and let youngsters help 
you choose materials for the project. This 
way they can see how the raw materials 
will turn into the finished renovation.

• Identify and explain the dangerous 
pieces of  equipment and instruct children 
that they should not touch or turn on 
tools without an adult nearby. Make sure 
everyone is wearing safety equipment, 
including eye protection, gloves and ear 
protection, while handing the tools.

• Older kids can hammer some nails, 
mix paint or even cut wood with supervi-
sion. Assign tasks based on the child’s age. 
A preteen may be able to saw wood, while 
a kindergartener can hand over nails and 
tools. Illustrate the correct way to get 
things done and then have children mirror 
your actions.

• Attempt an easy project first. Painting 

a room, building a planter box, or another 
less complicated project can help parents 
gauge their kids’ abilities.

5H

23-27 Main Street Walden,
NY 12586

(845) 778-7124

Size: 5.08” x 6”

www.SohnsApplianceCenter.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon-Fri 9:00 to 5:30, Thurs 9:00 to 8:00, Sat 9:00 to 4:00, Sun CLOSED

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

Renowned For More Than A Century
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Home projects can be a family affairWINTER IS COMING. BRING IT ON!
www.toro.com

JOE’S SMALL ENGINE
of PINE BUSH

4 Railroad Ave. • Pine Bush, New York 12566
Servicing all your power equipment needs since 1988!

(845) 744-3720
joessmallengineofpinebush@yahoo.com

GET MORE DETAILS AT

STARTING
AT

$79995

•Quick Stick Chute Control.
•Anti Clogging Auger System.
3-YEAR SOLID WARRANTY

0% FINANCING

Be Prepared with a TORO
POWERMAX Snowblower

Other TORO Snowblowers Available
Starting at $399.95

End of Season
Pricing & Rebates

on All TORO
COMMERCIAL
MOWERS
In Stock

Caution: Lead paint!
 Homeowners about to embark on home 
improvement projects should prioritize dust 
removal to avoid the potentially negative side 
effects of exposure to lead dust. When undergoing 
a renovation, homes built before 1978, the year 
the use of lead paint was banned, are likely to 
produce lead dust, which occurs when lead paint 
is sanded or chipped. That dust can be especially 
harmful to children, pregnant women and pets. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, lead dust that is as small as a grain of 
sand is enough to poison children, who may suffer 
brain damage, hearing loss, nervous system and 
kidney damage, and decreased muscle and bone 
growth after exposure to lead dust. When pregnant 
women are exposed to lead dust, that exposure 
may affect the baby’s cognitive development while 
increasing the mother’s blood pressure. Household 
pets exposed to lead dust may suffer from a 
series of side effects, including vomiting, diarrhea, 
abdominal pain and possibly death.When making 
renovations to their homes, homeowners can open 
windows and wear protective gear such as masks 
and safety goggles to avoid direct exposure to lead 
dust.

Now is th
e 

Time to Install 

GUTTER COVERS
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To be prepared in any situation, plan-
ning ahead is critical. Engine-driven por-
table generators are intended for multiple 
uses and designed for portability. When 
utility power is unavailable due to extreme 
weather, portable generators become a 
useful source of  temporary or remote elec-
tric power.

While generators can power multiple 
appliances at one time, they may not be 
able to power your entire home. Know 
what items you’ll want to keep running 
during power outages. Refer to the oper-
ator’s manual in order to calculate the 
wattage needed to assess what size of  gen-
erator will work for your needs. The safest 
way to restore power to your home is by 
using a professionally-installed transfer 
switch available at many home improve-

ment stores. If  an extension cord must be 
used temporarily, be sure that it is heavy 
duty and protected from damage where 
entering a home. Damaged cords could 
result in a fire or electrical shock hazard. 
Leaving openings for cords to pass through 
also increases the risk of  carbon monoxide 
entering the home. Plan ahead and have a 
transfer switch installed before the next 
power outage.       

Here are additional steps to consider in 
order to be prepared in an emergency:

• Have fuel available. Portable genera-
tors may require gasoline, diesel fuel or 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), with refu-
eling necessary possibly several times per 
day.

• Regularly check your portable genera-
tor to ensure that it operates properly.

• Only operate a portable generator out-
side, far away from windows, doors and 
vents to  reduce the risk of  carbon monox-
ide gas being drawn inside.

• Install battery-operated carbon monox-
ide alarms or plug-in alarms with battery 
backup  according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Smoke alarms cannot detect 
carbon monoxide gas.

The more you are prepared for emergen-
cy situations, the better off  you and your 
family will be when the power goes out. 

Once temperatures begin to dip and win-
dows start to close, indoor air quality can 
suffer. Musty air is not only uncomfort-
able, it’s also unhealthy. Indoor plants 
can counter such stale air, in some cases 
filtering out VOCs to make the air inside 
a home more breathable and healthy. The 
following are a handful of  houseplants that 
can improve indoor air quality.

• Aloe: Many of  us know aloe for its 
restorative properties with regard to treat-
ing burns and cuts, but aloe also improves 
indoor air quality by helping to clear a 
home of  the byproducts, including form-
aldehyde, of  chemical-based household 
cleaners. Aloe loves the sun, be sure to 
place the plant in a window that gets lots of  
sun exposure throughout the day.

• Gerber daisy: Like aloe, a gerber daisy 
needs ample sunlight. These colorful, 
low-maintenance flowers can remove tri-
chloroethylene, a chemical that clothes 
may be exposed to during dry cleaning.

• Golden pothos: The golden pothos  
should not dry out, which can happen if  
they are directly exposed to sunlight. A 
golden pothos vine will grow quickly, so a 

hanging basket is a great way to keep one 
inside a home, where the plant can help 
fight formaldehyde.

• Ficus benjamina: Also known as a 
weeping fig, can filter pollutants such as 
benzene, formaldehyde and trichloroeth-

ylene from a home. You will need to figure 
out the right watering and light conditions 
for the plant. Such conditions can be dis-
cussed with a gardening professional.

• Warneck dracaena: The warneck dra-
caena, or dracaena deremensis, fights pol-
lutants created by varnishes and oils. The 
warneck dracaena is a sturdy houseplant 
that is difficult to kill and thrives in tem-
peratures that are between 70 F and 80 F.

Are you prepared? Use houseplants to improve 
indoor air quality

845-691-2662 1153 Rt 9w, Marlboro, NY 12542 
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